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PREFACE 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
COUNCIL  OFFICE 
GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  WALK 
HITCHIN. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council 
MR.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1968. 

The  population  of  the  rural  district  increased  by  almost  twice  as  much 
as  in  the  previous  year,  due  more  to  migration  into  the  area  than  to  the 
birth  rate.  The  birth  rate  in  fact  was  slightly  lower  than  the  previous 
year  and  was  also  slightly  less  than  the  remainder  of  the  County  as  well 
as  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

As  in  1967  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Fewer  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  dropped,  being  slightly  below  the  remainder  of  the 
county  and  considerably  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales*  All  the 
deaths  occurred  within  the  first  week  of  life,  but  there  were  five  still 
births.  This  was  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  previous  years  figures. 
Because  of  this  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  was  double  that  of  1967  and 
higher  than  the  rate  for  the  rest  of  the  county  and  the  remainder  of  England 
and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  from  all  causes  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  1967, 
slightly  higher  than  that  for  Hertfordshire  but  below  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  commonest  cause  of  death  was  still  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels,  although  this  rate  was  very  slightly  lower  than  that  for  1967* 
Cancer  was  the  second  commonest  cause.  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  have 
also  very  slightly  decreased. 

There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  but  no  deaths  from  any  other 
infective  disease. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  remained  about  the  same. 

The  general  state  of  public  health  continues  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

In  June  1968  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  occurred  in  Hitchin  Urban  District 
which  seriously  affected  the  Rural  district.  A summary  of  this  outbreak 
follows  as  a matter  of  interest 
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TYPHOID  OUTBREAK  AT  HITCHIN 


On  Friday  31st  May,  1968,  an  Indian  (Sikh)  boy,  aged  two 
years,  was  admitted  to  hospital,  with  diarrhoea,  vomiting  and 
some  fever*  He  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  discharged 
on  Sunday  2nd  June,  1968, 

During  his  weekend  stay  in  hospital,  a wedding  was 
celebrated  at  the  patient's  home:  this  was  attended  by  all 
the  members  of  household  (fourteen  persons,  from  two  families), 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  (who  were  not  members  of  the 
household),  the  officiating  priest,  and  numbers  of  Indian 
wedding  guests  who  came  both  from  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
in  Hitchin,  and  from  other  areas  such  as  Stevenage  and 
Leicester.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  immediately  went  to  live 
in  Coventry, 

Following  the  child's  return  home  from  hospital  on 
Sunday  2nd  June,  it  is  clear  that  he  did  not  remain  well  for 
long,  for  he  was  re-admitted  on  Tuesday  4th  June  with  severe 
toxaemia,  diarrhoea,  vomiting  and  fever.  Investigations 
initiated  during  the  next  few  days  gave  a positive  blood 
culture  for  the  typhoid  bacillus. 

Treatment  was  commenced  on  Friday  7th  June. 

The  following  courses  of  action  were  now  adopted: 

1)  Contacts  of  the  case  were  traced  with  a view  to 
placing  them  wider  surveillance. 

2)  Children  at  his  home  were  excluded  from  school. 

3)  Three  members  of  the  household  were  excluded  from 
work  as  they  were  food  handlers:  one  of  these 
people  was  a female  who  worked  in  a chicken  packing 
factory  in  the  rural  district. 

4)  Guests  at  the  wedding  were  traced  with  a view  to 
placing  them  under  surveillance, 

3)  It  was  decided  that,  in  general,  specimens  of  blood, 
urine  and  faeces  should  be  examined  from  all  contacts. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  episode  (Friday  13th  June) 
a typhoid  carrier  was  detected  bacteriologically,  as  the  chicken 
packer  who  lived  in  the  same  house  as  the  first  case.  Because 
of  her  association  with  the  chicken  packing  factory,  the  factory 
was  closed,  and  all  the  workers  there  were  treated  as  contacts. 
This  patient  was  admitted  to  St.  Albans  City  Hospital  Isolation 
Unit. 


In  the  course  of  tracing  the  contacts  of  both  the  original 
case  and  the  carrier,  close  attention  was  paid  to  five  groups 
of  people* 

1)  Relevant  patients  and  staff  at  the  hospital 
where  the  first  case  was  hospitalised. 

2)  Guests  at  the  wedding  mentioned  above:  it  will  be 
recalled  that  the  wedding  occurred  during  the  child's 
first  clinical  illness,  before  a diagnosis  had  been 
reached,  or  even  suspected. 

3)  Members  of  the  household  (fourteen  persons)  of  the 
original  case. 

4)  Staffs  of  local  food  shops  from  which  members  of 
the  household  purchased  their  food. 

5)  Staff  at  the  chicken  packing  factory. 

With  the  passage  of  time,  contacts  at  the  hospital 
and  the  chicken  packing  factory  were  cleared  and  it  was 
re-opened  in  three  days.  Various  members  of  the  household 
from  which  both  the  confirmed  case  and  the  carrier  originated 
were  hospitalised,  either  because  their  blood  sera  gave 
suspicious  reactions,  or  for  social  reasons.  No  further 
cases  from  this  group  were  confirmed. 

Only  one  food  shop  was  relevant  to  the  outbreak  - a 
general  store  run  by  an  Indian  family:  this  family  had  not 
infrequent  social  and  commercial  contact  with  members  of  the 
household  yielding  the  first  case.  The  wife  of  the 
proprietor  of  this  shop  seemed  vaguely  unwell;  and  was 
admitted  to  hospital  (together  with  her  infant  son),  the 
shop  was  closed,  and  food  and  other  samples  examined. 

Contacts  and  food  samples  were  cleared  and  the  shop  was  re-opened 
in  two  days. 

Guests  and  participants  at  the  wedding  were  traced  at 
Hitchin,  Leicester,  Coventry  and  Stevenage.  All  were  quickly 
cleared  except  one  - an  Indian  male  resident  in  England  for 
some  years.  His  blood  cultures  however  proved  uniformly 
negative. 

Observations : 

1)  At  the  onset  it  was  thought  that  the  general  store  run 
by  the  Indian  family  may  have  been  the  source  of  this 
typhoid  outbreak;  it  became  clear  very  soon  that  this 
was  not  the  case.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the 
proprietor's  wife  had  been  admitted  to  hospital  and  that 
her  infant  son  had  been  admitted  to  hospital  with  her. 
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2)  At  about  the  same  time  a small  boy  from  the  same  house 
as  the  first  case,  who  had  been  hospitalised  for 
social  reasons,  was  found  to  be  harbouring 

a strain  of  Salmonella  panama  in  his  faeces* 

3)  The  bride  at  the  wedding  was  a young  Indian  who 
entered  Britain  on  2nd  May  1968  from  India,  some  five 
weeks  prior  to  the  start  of  the  episode  and  had  lived 
in  the  same  house  as  both  confirmed  cases:  because 
she  was  the  only  new  entrant  into  the  relevant  part  of 
the  Indian  community  in  Hitchin,  and  because  of  her 
close  contact  with  both  it  was  thought  that  she  might 
herself  be  a carrier  or  more  probably  a convalescent 
case.  The  organism  however  was  not  isolated. 

Source  of  the  Outbreak: 

The  three  possible  sources  of  infection  in  this  outbreak 
were  food,  a case,  and  a carrier;  water  was  not  seriously 
considered  as  a possible  source. 

1)  Food:  food  samples  from  the  shop  supplying  the  Sikh 
community  and  from  the  household  in  which  the  cases 
occurred  were  sampled  within  the  first  few  days  and 
all  were  negative. 

Chickens  from  the  chicken-packing  factory 

were  also  sampled  and  found  to  be  negative  within 

the  same  period. 

2)  A case:  The  bride,  who  arrived  from  India  a few 
weeks  before  the  first  case  occurred  and  lived 
in  the  closest  possible  contact  was  considered 
a likely  source:  she  was  young  and  likely  to 
recover  from  typhoid  without  producing  a carrier 
state.  It  is  possible  that  she  infected  both 
the  woman  and  the  child  as  a convalescent  case. 

Her  bacteriological  findings  carried  out  in 
Coventry  were,  however,  negative;  but  this  is 
not  necessarily  contra -indicative  of  being  the 
source. 

3)  A carrier:  it  is  easiest  to  attribute  the  source 
of  the  outbreak  to  the  woman  found  both  bacterio- 
logically  and  serologically  positive  within  two 
days  of  the  outbreak  and  living  in  the  same  house 
as  the  child  and  the  bride:  she  had,  however, 
lived  in  this  country  for  some  three  years  and 
had  not  re-visited  India  during  that  time.  It 
might  be  postulated  that  the  lack  of  a typhoid 
outbreak  before  June  1968  could  be  due  to  her 
intermit tency  as  a carrier;  she  is,  however, 
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now  a persistent  excretor  and  must  be  considered 
a permanent  carrier. 

In  my  opinion  the  source  of  the  outbreak  as  a choice 
between  the  bride  and  the  present  carrier  cannot  be  made. 

Summary : 

A small  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  (one  confirmed  case 
and  one  carrier),  restricted  to  the  Indian  (Sikh)  community 
at  Hitchin  as  described.  After  the  main  episode  no  secondary 
cases  developed.  Examination  of  the  two  isolates  of 
Salmonella  typhi  showed  them  to  be  of  ’phage  type  O'  (origin 
India . ) . 

Total  number  of  Sikhs  examined  167 

Total  number  with  positive  serological  findings  28 

Percentage  positive  17 

Total  number  of  contacts  examined  other  than  Sikhs  156 

Total  number  with  positive  serological  findings  9 

Percentage  positive  6 

Number  of  contacts  traced  and  sampled  223 

The  cost  of  this  small  outbreak  to  Hitchin  Urban  and 
Rural  Districts  should  not  be  ignored,  incurred  by  the 
closure  of  the  chicken-packing  factory  for  three  days, 
and  of  a shop  for  two  days.  It  would  seem  that  a district, 
no  matter  its  size,  is  vulnerable  if  it  includes  in  its  area 
a factory  of  this  kind;  had  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
not  been  able  to  act  in  testing  samples  so  expeditiously,  the 
bill  to  the  District  Councils  could  well  have  been  greater 
than  they  could  reasonably  stand.  The  present  legislation, 
making  each  local  district  council  responsible  for  debts 
of  this  kind,  appears  to  be  unrealistic. 

I would  record  my  gratitude  for  the  advice  and  services 
given  by  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  Luton,  Dr.  A.T.  Willis,  during  the  outbreak:  for  a period 
of  five  days  - including  a weekend  - the  laboratory  staff, 
the  staff  of  the  local  district  councils  (especially  the  public 
health  inspectors  ) and  the  staff  of  the  local  health  authority 
were  working  without  remission  in  tracing  and  obtaining  samples 
from  contacts.  I would  also  record  my  gratitude  to  the  members 
and  the  Clerks  of  the  local  authorities  concerned  for  their  support. 
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I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  public  health  and 
health  and  welfare  staff  in  Hitchin  Rural,  including  those  concerned 
with  administration  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year® 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.D.  HALL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

Divisional  Health  Office, 

Bedford  Road, 

Hitchin,  Hertfordshire* 

Telephone:  Hitchin  50411, 
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SECTION  "A". 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  HITCHIN  RURAL  AREA. 


(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  81,199 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Resident  population 

Mid-1968  24,240 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April,  1968  (estimated)  8,546 

Rateable  Value  £898,344 

Net  product  of  Id  rate  £3»331 

(b)  PHYSICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  for  mid-1968 
reveals  an  overall  increase  of  420.  Natural  increase  of  population,  i.e. 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  was  88. 


HITCHIN  RURAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  1968. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Total 

168 

173 

2*1 

Legitimate 

134 

166 

320 

Illegitimate 

14 

7 

21 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected)  per  1,000  population 

- 

- 

14.1 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total  live  births 

— 

•* 

13*3 

6.1 

STILL-BIRTHS: 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births 

- 

- 

14.4 

Total  Live  and  still -births 

171 

175 

346 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

- 

- 

13.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

- 

- 

13.6 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

- 

- 

0.00 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births) • 

- 

•• 

14.6 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births). 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still -births  and  deaths  under 

— 

- 

14.6 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

- 

- 

28.9 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTION: 

Number  of  deaths 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  DEATHS: 

127 

126 

253 

Death  Rate  (uncorrected) 

- 

10.4 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

- 

10.5 

Natural  increase  of  population 

- 

88 

Overall  increase  of  population 

420 
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POPULATION  STATISTICS 


District 

196s 

HITCHIN 

U.D.C. 

North 

Hertford- 

shire 

Division 

Hertford- 

shire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Population 

24024C 

154,550  ", 

"892,470 

48,593,000 

' -i*  i - 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

14.1 

18.0 

16.2 

) 

16.9 

Live  Births  (Corrected) 

15.3 

15.2 

) 

Death  Rate  - All  causes,  Crude 

10.4 

8.9 

9.5 

) 

11.9 

Death  Rate  - All  causes,  Corrected 

10.5 

10.7 ) 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  - 
excluding  Tuberculosis,  but 
including  Syphillis  and  other  V.D. 

i 

00.0 

0.006 

0.0 5 

1 

j 

i 

* 

j Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory 

i 

0.00 

0.006 

0.21 

0.03  1 

Other  Forms 

0.04 

0.02 

o.o4 

i 

0.13 

All  Forms 

0.04 

0.02 

0.25 

* 

| Cancer:  Lung  and  Bronchs. 

Other 

0.49 

1.85 

0.40  ) 
1.46  ) 

1.95 

0.59 

1.72 

. Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
i System 

1.65  i 

1.23 

1.32 

i 

j 

* 

1“ 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

3.45 

i 

3.28 

2.84 

1 

• 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.15 

1.03 

1.33 

* 

i Maternal  Mortality 

0.00 

0.00 

0.14 

0.24 

i 

Infantile  Mortality 

15.0 

17.5 

16.16 

18.0  | 

Neo- Natal  Mortality 

14.6 

10.7  ; 

11.12 

\ 

12.4 

Early  Neo  Natal  Mortality 

14.6 

10.4 

9.94 

10.5 

Perinatal  Mortality 

28.9 

24.7 

22.58 

25.0  j 

Still-Births 

14.4 

14.4 

12.76 

14.0 

* Not  available. 
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DIVISIONAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  1968 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate  (uncorrected)  per  1,000 
■ population 

i Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected)  per  1,000 

i population 

Illegitimate  live  births  percentage  of  total 
I live  births* 

; STILL-BIRTHS: 

| Total 

j Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still -births 

Total  live  and  still -births • 

I DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE: 
j Total 

Legitimate 
j Illegitimate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births* 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still -births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still-births)* 

| MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  INCLUDING  ABORTION: 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births 

i TOTAL  DEATHS: 
i Death  Rate  (uncorrected) 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

Natural  increase  of  population 
1 Overall  increase  of  population 


Males 

Females 

■jf 

TOTAL 

1,441 

1,347 

2,788 

1,330 

; 1,266 

2,596 

111 

i 81  : 

192 

- 

i 

18*0 

- 

I 

6.9 

18 

23 

4l 

_ 

- 

14.4 

1,459 

1,370 

2,829 

29 

20 

49 

28 

17 

45 

2 

2 

i ** 

- 

- 

' 17.3 

- 

i 

17.3 

- 

i 

20.8 

- 

- 

10.0 

- 

| 

9.7 

- 

} 

) 

1 

24.0 

1 

i 

677 

t *■ 

; 713 

1 1,390 

- 

- 

8.9 

— 

* 

- 

- 

1,398 

- 

- 

3,770 
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SECTION  "B" 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  HITCHIN  RURAL  AREA . 

LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 
CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  - SECTION  22 
Family  Planning  Clinic. 

Family  planning  in  the  division  is  provided  by  the  Hertfordshire  and 
Bedfordshire  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association,  and  I am  most 
grateful  to  the  Branch  Organising  Secretary,  Mrs.  K.  Arger,  both  for  the 
provisions  she  has  made  and  for  this  report. 

Sessions: 

Hitchin,  Bedford  Road  - Tuesday  afternoon  (Double  Doctor  Session) 

Wednesday  evening  (Double  Doctor  Session) 
Thursday  morning  (Single  Doctor  Session) 

The  training  of  doctors  and  nurses  in  family  planning  methods  is  carried 
out  in  this  clinic.  An  I.U.D.  session  is  also  included. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  nine  new  patients  attended  during  the  year  and 
a total  of  2,800  patients  attended. 

Oral  contraception  was  the  most  used  method. 

Stevenage  Family  Centre  - Tuesday  afternoon  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 

Wednesday  morning  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 
Thursday  evening  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 
Friday  morning  (Treble  Doctor  Session) 

Doctors  and  nurses  are  also  trained  at  the  Stevenage  Family  Planning 
Clinic.  No  I.U.D.  sessions  are  held. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty  seven  new  patients  attended  during  the  year  and 
a total  of  7646  patients  attended. 

Oral  contraception  was  the  most  used  method. 

Letchworth,  Nevells  Road,  Health  Centre  - Opened  in  June  1968,  with  a 
single  Doctor  session  on  Monday  evenings.  It  has  registered  115  new 
patients  besides  relieving  the  Hitchin  Clinic  by  taking  many  transfers 
from  there.  It  is  proposed  shortly  to  appoint  a second  Doctor. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


Infant  Welfare  Cent re, Merchant  Taylors'  1st  Friday  2-4  p,m. 
Further  Education  Centre,Ashwell.  3rd  Friday  2-4  p.m. 


Health  Visitor 
Dr.S.J.Moynihc 


Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Barkway  (Mobile)  2nd  Monday 

10  a.m. -12  noon 


Dr. S.J.  Moynil 


Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Union  Church 
Hall,  High  Street,  Codicote. 


2nd  Thursday  2-4-  p.m.  Dr.  D.M, Batty 
4th  Thursday  2-4  p.m.  Health  Visitoi 


Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Pirton  and 
Holwell  (Mobile). 


2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

2-4  pm.  Health  Visitor 

1st  Monday 

10  a.m.  - 12  noon  Dr.  D.M. Batty, 


Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Hall  Lane,  Kimpton. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 


Memorial  Hall,  2nd  Monday  2-4  p.m. 

4th  Monday  - 2-4  p.m. 

Ickleford( Mobile)  1st  Wednesday  2-4  p.m. 

Ickleford (Mobile)  3rd  Wednesday  2-4  p.m. 


Health  Visitoi 
Dr.  D.M. Batty, 

Health  Visitoi 

Dr.  D.M. Batty 


Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Village  Hall, 
Great  Offley. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Sand on  (Mobile) 
Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Weston  (Mobile) 


1st  Thursday  2-4  p.m. 

1st  Wednesday 
10  a.m.  - 12  noon 

1st  Friday 
10  a.m.  - 12  noon. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Whitwell  (Mobile)  4th  Thursday  2-4  p.m. 


Dr.  D.M.  Battj 

Dr.  S.J.  Moyrd 

Dr.  S.J.  Moyni 
Dr .D.M. Batty. 


Clinic 

Children  Born  in 

Children  Born  in 

Children  Born 

No.  oi 

; 

1968 

1967 

in  1963-66 

attends 

Hitchin  Rural. 

503 

256 

309 

5,569 

CHILD  HEALTH  ASSESSMENT  UNIT. 

The  Sheldon  Report  on  the  child  health  services  recommended  the  setting  u] 
of  special  units  or  panels  to  which  children  with  special  medical  problems  coul 
be  referred. 

This  unit  has  now  been  established  in  North  Hertfordshire  with  the  approv? 
of  the  local  medical  committee  and  general  practitioners  and  commenced  in 
September,  1968;  weekly  sessions  are  held  alternating  between  the  Southgate 
Outpatients  Clinic,  Stevenage  and  the  Health  Centre,  Bedford  Road,  Hitchin. 

Dr.  C.G.  Fagg,  Consultant  Paediatrician,  is  in  charge  of  the  unit  and  is 
supported  by  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  appropriate  clerical 
staff.  General  Practitioners  may  refer  any  child  to  the  unit  themselves. 
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The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  an  Observation  ("At  Risk")  Register 
is  a necessary  accompaniment  to  this  unit  and  the  special  medical  examination 
of  children  considered  to  be  "At  Risk"  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time. 

Such  children  are  those  in  the  following  categories:-  family  history  of  deafness; 
family  history  of  diabetes;  ante-partum  haemorrhage;  rheses  incompatability; 
rubella  in  first  four  months  of  pregnancy;  severe  toxaemia;  nephritis  during 
pregnancy;  difficult  labour;  anoxia ; birth  weight  5%lb  or  less;  cerebral  damage; 
neo-natal  jaundice.  These  children  are  examined  routinely  at  3 months,  one  year, 
two  years,  three  years  and  four  years  and  any  children  found  to  be  in  normal 
health  are  removed  from  the  register  at  the  age  »f  18  months.  Children  who  are 
found  on  examination  to  have  a condition  likely  ro  affect  their  education  or 
future  are  referred  to  the  Child  Health  Assessment  Unit  and  the  Consultant 
Paediatrician  is  in  a position  to  call  on  the  most  suitable  agencies,  including 
his  Consultant  colleagues  for  opinions  or  help. 

It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  setting  up  of  this  unit  will  enable  a more 
thorough  supervision  of  difficult  problems  to  be  maintained  and  that  it  will  be 
of  benefit  to  the  community  as  a whole. 


Attendances  at  this  unit  so  far' as  follows: - 


Children  born  in 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964  and  over. 

1 • 

! Hitchin  R.D.C.  j 

3 

i ; 

3 

1 

- 

1 

One  medical  officer  reported  an  increase  in  napkin  rashes  during  1968  and 
considers  this  due  to  over-medication  with  proprietory  creams  and  excessive  use 
of  detergents  and  special  rinses. 


At  the  recommendation  of  the  Sheldon  Report  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  now 
renamed  Child  Health  Clinics.  It  is  hoped  that  a new  clinic  will  shortly  be 
opened  at  Trotts  Hill  Infant  School  in  Stevenage.  During  the  year  four  nurses 
have  attended  the  County's  District  Nurse  Training  Course  in  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

Premature  Infants. 

A premature  infant  is  one  which  weighs  3?16  or  less  at  birth. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS  BORN  IN  1968 


} 

Born  Alive 

Stillbirths 

Die  d under 

28  days 

No. who  survived 
28  days. 

i 1 

t 

1 

1 i 

j 1 At 

(District  Home 

In  j 

Hosp. ! Total 

At  : In 

Home  Hosp.  Total 

No. 

removed 
to  Hosp 
after 
birth. 

At  : In 

Home  Hosp • > Total 

i , 

Born . Born 
at  ! in  | 

Home  Hosp.  Total, 

1 

Hitchin 
iRural,  ' 2 

» 

I 

16  j 18 

i 

1 

0 1 : 1 

0 

i j 

: 0 1 | 1 

2 15  j 17 
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Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  Child 


A total  of  cl  Hie gillme.':.-  Luvihs  were,  1- •,  fact-  >vai:tii.od  by  the 
Registrar  General  during  1968 * 

Day  Nurseries » - North  Herts 


Category 


Mo  3 on 
Register. 


1 • Children  of  widows  or  widowers 
2*  Children  of  unmarried  mothers 
3*  Children  of  deserted  wives  or  husbands 
40  Children  of  parents  in  prison 

3*  Children  of  parents  suffering  from  chronic  illness 
or  disablement 

6*  Temporary  cases,  for  example,  mother !s  id In.er-s  or 
confinement. 

7.  Children  recommonded  by  1 x-.ior  or  health  visitor 

for  temporary  help 0 

8.  Children  of  parents  coding  within  the  ’’Essential  Services" 

categories:  for  example,  teachers  and  nurses 
(Local  Committee  Members'  approval  repaired) , 

9*  Children  living  in  bad  housing  conditions* 

10.  Children  of  families  where  there  was  a risk  of  break-up  in 
family. 


1 

7 

zh 

nil 

2 


1 


3 

nil 

2 


The  number  of  children  on  the  register  of  the  day  nursery  as  at  31st 
Decemeber,  1968  was  4l., 


MIlhvTiTRY  - SECTION  23  - HITCHIN  RURAL 

Ante  Natal  Instruction  classes  continue  +0  bo  held  in  a31  the  clinics  but 
the  actual  ante-natal  care  and  supervision  is  provided  either  in  the  G.F’s  surgei 
or  in  the  home0 


Entonox  (Gas  and  Oxygen)  has  now  completely  replaced  gas  and  air  and  all 
the  midwives  have  been  instructed  in  its  iise.  During  the  year  31  pupil 
midwives  from  North  Herts  Maternity  Unit  have  been  placed  in  Hitchin,  Stevenage 
and  Letchworth  for  part  of  their  training  and  have  had  good  experience  working 
with  the  Approved  Teaching  Mid wives , 

The  County  Council's  policy .}  with  the  decline  in  birth,  rate  and  of 
domiciliary  confinements,  to  appoint  district  nur so /mid wives  continued  during  19( 

All  midwives  are  authorised  to  use  their  private  motor  cars  on  official 
business  and  the  County  Council,  in  common  with  other  local  authorities,  operate 
an  assisted  car-purchase  scheme  for  staff  classified  as  "essential  users". 
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DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 


Ante-Natal  visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  558 
Home  Condition  Reports  for  Hospitals  29 
Ante-Natal  Session  - General  Practitioner  Nil 
Deliveries  - Home  36 
Deliveries  - Hospital  300 
Early  Hospital  Discharge  - 48  hours  7 


HEALTH  VISITING  - SECTION  24 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  has  tended  to  expand  during  the  year  and 
developmental  tests  of  young  children  are  now  routinely  performed.  Progress 
has  also  been  made  in  the  eye  testing  of  school  children  with  the  introduction 
of  the  Keystone  Machine,  which  also  discovers  latent  squints  and  colour 
blindness • 

Five  health  visitors  were  employed  during  1968  with  the  assistance  of 
nine  State  Registered  Nurses  who  attended  school  and  infant  welfare  clinic 
sessions. 

Health  Visiting. 


Child  Welfare 

Visits 

2,392 

Aged 

Visits 

330 

Others 

Visits 

24 5 

School  Inspections 

Sessions 

68 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Sessions 

148 

HOME  NURSING 

- SECTION  23 

The  staff  of  the  home  nursing  service  in  Hitchin  Rural  at  31st  December, 
1968,  consisted  of  five  full-time  district  nurses 5 five  full-time  district  nurse/ 
midwives/health  visitors.  The  staff  who  are  able  to  drive  cars  are  either 
authorised  to  use  their  own  vehicles  on  official  business,  or  have  been 
provided  with  county -owned  motor  vehicles. 

The  following  are  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  home  nurses  in 
1968,  It  will  be  seen  that  they  made  4,263  visits  to  300  patients;  37  per  cent 
of  the  patients  nursed  were  aged  65  or  over  and  they  were  visited  on  3,209 
occasions;  73  per  cent  of  all  visits,  therefore,  were  made  to  this  age  group. 
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HOME  NURSING 


Classification  No. of  cases  No.  of  visi 

attended . L made. 


1 Medical 

Surgical 

Tuberculosis 

1,  Others 

1 

f-  UhiV  - 

228 

71 

1 

3,488 
• ' • 773 

f “ 

j TOTALS 

1 

300 

1 V63 

, Patients  included 

above 

who 

were  aged  65  or  over  1 

170 

3,209 

| Children  included 

above 

who 

were  under  3 or  less 

11 

50 

; G.P*  Surgery 

. - ■ 

.....  . ■ j.  , j 

Sessions  360 

G.P.  Surgery 

Treatments.  1,023 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  - SECTION  27  - NORTH  HERTS 


Number  of  patients  conveyed  66,017 

Number  of  journeys  24,182 

Total  mileage  436,031 

Details  of  Journeys: 

Accidents 
Sudden  Illness 
Removals 
Maternity 


TOTAL  66,017 


1,624 

586 

62,937 

870 


The  divisional  area  is  served  by  the  County  Ambulance  Station  at 
St.  George's  Way,  Stevenage.  The  Area  Supervisor  is  Mr.  J.  Sweetman,  who  has 
kindly  supplied  the  above  statistics. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS:  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE  - SECTION  28. 

NORTH  HERTS. 

The  provision  of  the  medical  loans  service  continued  to  be  delegated  to  tl 
voluntary  organisations  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St,  John 
Ambulance  Brigade.  No  charge  was  made  and  many  items,  such  as  back-rests, 
air-rings,  bedpans,  etc.,  were  included.  More  expensive  equipment  was 
provided  directly  by  County  Hall  and  patients  have  benefited  from  the  use 
of  ripple  beds,  hydraulic  hoists,  bath -seats  etc. 

Forty  four  patients  were  recommended  by  their  family  doctors  for  a 
convalescent  holiday  and  these  were  mainly  spent  at  County  Hall's  convalescent 
home  at  St.  Leonard 's -on -Sea. 
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CHEST  CLINIC 


HEALTH  VISITING: 


Tuberculosis  Households  - Visits  319 
B.C.G.  Follow-Up  - Visits  64 
Contacts  - Visits  263 
Non-Tuberculosis  - Visits  116 


NEW  CASES: 


Immigrants  10 
Others  22 
Contacts  of  New  Cases  166 
Heaf  Negative  59 
B.C.G.  vaccination  95 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  - NORTH  HERTS. 


SPECIAL  CLINIC 

j - 

Totals  all 

Number  of 

New  Cases  in  1968 

1 

Venereal 

Conditions 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  • 

| 

Other 

Venereal 

1 

! ' . 

Primary  and 
Secondary 

Other 

i 

! 

Condition 

Addenbrooke ’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge. 

r 

i 

; 22 

♦ 

i 

: 

1 I 

_ 

i 

i 

r - i 

21 

Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin. 

, 226 

2 

44 

i 

180 

Total 

248 

1 

2 

44  j 

i 

201 

All  venereal  conditions  increased  by  13$  in  1968,  this  figure  however,  is 
probably  not  statistically  valid  and  does  not  reveal  the  true  incidence  in 
North  Hertfordshire. 
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MEALS  ON  WHEELS 


Meals  on  Wheels  Services  were  in  operation  in  all  parts  of  the  division  in 
1968*  Under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme  meals  are  provided  to  people 
suffering  from  malnutrition  or  who  are  unable  to  cook  their  own  meals  due 
to  disability  or  infirmity. 


District  , 

No.  of 

Frequency 

Total 

j * 

Persons.  : 

Meals . 

\ ^ 

1 Hit chin  Rural  ? 

I ; 

! 

68 

j 

37  Thrice  weekly  j 

31  Twice  weekly. 

8,996 

The  problems  of  organisation  of  a Meals  on  Wheels  service  are  often  very 
great  and  I would  like  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  following  W.R.V.S, 
Centre  organisers  for  their  work  during  the  year:  Mrs,  C.R.  Wood, 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  19^8  - SECTION  k? 

This  section  of  the  Act  is  concerned  with  the  compulsory  removal  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  from  their  homes  on  a Court  Order,  or  in  emergency 
on  an  Order  signed  by  two  medical  practitioners  and  a Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Such  a person  may  be  removed  to  a county  home  or  hospital  provided  that 
all  sections  of  the  Act  are  satisfied. 

Such  action  was  not  necessary  during  1968. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  SECTIONS  21-36: 

During  1968  the  shortage  of  geriatric  beds  at  Lister  Hospital  continued 
to  cause  difficulties  in  the  admission  of  patients  from  County  Council  Old 
People’s  Homes  despite  the  utmost  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr,  C .Firth, 
Consultant  Geriatrician, 

The  heavy  demand  for  residential  accommodation  continued  - the  waiting 
list  being  twenty-one  men  and  thirty  women.  The  position  will  not  be  eased 
by  Governmental  restrictions  on  new  buildings. 


BLIND  WELFARE 


District  No. of  registered  No. of  Registered 

Blind  Persons.  Partially  sighted 

persons. 

! ; j 

i - j • 

No.  of  Registered  Blind 
and  partially  sighted  persons 
with  other  handicaps 
including  deafness  and  mental 
subnormality • 

! 1 

[ Hitchin  , 

Rural.  29  < l4 

i 

. . ■ ■ 

7 

Patients  were  visited  at  varying  intervals  throughout  the  year  according 
to  their  separate  needs.  Lessons  were  given  in  typewriting,  Braille  and 
Moon,  and  handicraft  lessons.  . Applications  were  made  for  wireless, 
talking  books,  holidays  and  grants,  and  orders  were  made  for  R.N.I.B. 
apparatus.  Other  associations,  etc.,  were  contacted  where  necessary. 

Several  outing  to  the  seaside  and  country  were  arranged. 

Mental  Health  Act,  1959  - Sections  25 , 26  and  29. 

During  1968,  100  patients  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  on 
Compulsory  Orders  and  l4  were  admitted  on  an  informal  basis. 

The  Social  Workers  dealt  wdth  375  mental  health  cases  during  1968. 

Training  C entres 

Junior  Training  Centra,  Bedford  Road,  Hitchin. 

Special  Care  Unit 
General  Unit 
Nursery 

TOTAL 


9 

**3 

iZ 

69 


Adult  Training  Centre,  Leyden  Road,  Stevenage. 


Trainees  on  roll  1st  January  1968  35 

Trainees  on  roll  31st  December  1968  43 

g2  Females  ) joined  the  Centre  during  1968 

8 MgLI  S ) 

5 Females  ) left  the  Centre  durinS  1968 
Health  Education 


All  members  of  the  staff  are  involved  in  health  education,  whatever  their 
appointment  may  be,  but  in  addition  the  health  visitors  have  given  many  talks, 
illustrated  by  films  and  film  strips,  these  include 


14 

2 

3 

2 

2 

7 


sessions  with  school  children  of  all  ages  on  general  health  and 
human  biology. 

u " Parent/Teazhcer *s  Association  on  Sex  Education. 

" " Couples  hoping  to  adopt  babies. 

" " Expectant  parents  when  the  film  "To  Janet  a Son" 

was  shown  and  discussed. 

" ” Young  Wives  and  Youth  Leaders  on  the  work  of  the 

Health  Visitor  and  Adolescence. 

M " Guides  and  Scouts  on  First  Aid. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE  - SECTION  29 


Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31*12.68.  62 

Number  of  Good  Neighbours  employed  at  31*12 .68.  11 

In  March  the  Part-Time  Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser,  Mrs.  E.C.  Wigg, 
retired  and  it  was  decided  not  to  appoint  another  Assistant  - but  to  make 
a new  establishment  of  Full-Time  Area  Home  Help  Organiser  to  take  over  the 
Letchworth  Baldock  and  Royston  areas,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Divisional  Home  Help  Organiser,  Mrs.  O.M.  Benton.  Mrs.  A.  Eccles  was 
appointed  to  this  post  in  November. 


GROUPS  RECEIVING  ASSISTANCE 


i . . . - ...  . . , 

No.  of  cases 

No .of  hours  given. 

\ 

1.  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers  j 

2.  Chronic  sick: 

90 

2,05&J 

! j 

(a)  Aged  63  plus 

431 

42.385J 

(b)  Aged  under  65  and  T.B. 

33 

' ; 

3.  Others: 

Including: 

(a)  Mental  Health 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

(c)  Blind 

(d)  Miscellaneous 

Acute  Cases 

Accidents 

1 

- - - - - - f 

95 

5,710£ 

1 1 

1 . 

i 

; 1 

< 1 1 

*!■-...  ' ; 

j ' j 

TOTAL 

{ ! 

649 

50,155 

66%  cases  in  1968  were  over  63  and  83%  total  hours  was  given  to  this  age 
group.  13%  cases  were  maternity  absorbing  only  k%  total  hours. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

In  this  division  we  have  tried  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  five  year  old 
medical  by  having  M.C.W.  records  and  up  to  date  medical  reports  available  at  the 
first  medical  examination.  School  Health  Consultation  clinics  are  being  used  more 
as  it  is  felt  that  these  give  the  Head  Teachers  the  opportunity  to  immediately 
refer  children  they  are  concerned  about  to  the  doctor.  Audiometric  screen- 
testing is  now  taking  place  in  the  Infant’s  schools  and  during  1968  1,747  six 
year  olds  were  tested  and  144  children  failed  this  ini tieil  sweep  test. 

Annual  eye  testing  is  now  routinely  performed  in  all  schools  and  infants 
schools  will  be  visited  three  times  a year  to  test  entrants  eyes  in  their 
first  term. 
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Special  education  facilities  were  extended  in  this  area  when  the  Brandies 
Close  School  opened  in  September  1968,  Head  Teachers  are  encouraged  to  refer 
children  who  are  experiencing  educational  difficulties  so  that  early 
assessments  can  be  made,  and  if  necessary  transfer  to  Longfield  School  at  the 
age  of  six.  There  are  110  children  at  Brandies  Close  School  (12  - 16 
years)  and  108  at  Longfield  (6-11  years).  There  are  now  five  special 
classes  for  emotionally  disturbed  and  retarded  children  attached  to  ordinary 
schools  in  the  area. 

There  are  now  three  speech  therapists  in  this  division,  and  if  children  do 
not  respond  favourably  to  therapy  there  is  a special  speech  therapy  unit  at 
Trotts  Hill  Infants  School  for  children  with  severe  speech  defects. 

One  School  Medical  Officer  states  that  she  is  impressed  with  the  school 
childrens  standard  of  health  including  dental  hygiene. 

The  medical  staffing  position  in  the  division  continues  to  be  at  a 
seriously  low  level  and  I would  pay  tribute  to  the  hard  work  of  the  school 
medical  officers  under  trying  conditions.  The  whole  time  medical  staff  remain 
at  three-  and  efforts  to  recruit  more  have  been  unsuccessful, 

TABLE  I - HITCHIN  RURAL, 


INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  1968. 

Entrants  including  8 year  olds,  376 

First  year  Secondary  - 

Last  year  Secondary  - 

TOTAL  376 

Number  of  special  inspections  22 

Number  of  re-inspections  382 

TOTAL  kok 

TOTAL  INSPECTION  780 

PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED: 

Satisfactory  376 

Found  to  require  treatment  - 

Percentage  - 
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TABUS  II  - NORTH  HERTS 


BX.G.  VACCINATION  - 11,  12  and  13  YEARS  AND  OLDER  SCHOOL  CHILDREN: 
Number  of  children  offered  testing  and  vaccination 


if  necessary.  3»*+l6 

Number  of  acceptances  3*195 

Percentage  of  acceptances  93«5$ 

PRE-VACCINATION  TUBERCULIN  TEST: 

Number  tested  2,86l 

RESULT  OF  TEST: 

Number  positive  315 

Numb  ernegative  2,5^6 

Number  not  ascertained  51 

Percnntage  positive  9*8% 

Number  vaccinated  2,505 


The  Consultant  Paediatrician  for  the  area,  Dr,  C.G.  Fagg,  is  always 
available  for  consultation  and  I am  indebted  to  him  for  his  help  during 
the  year. 

I would  also  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  from  Dr,  C.  Firth- 
Consultant  Geriatrician  and  Dr,  B,  Mallett  - Consultant  Psychiatrist. 

Drs.  Roper  and  Gabriel  have  played  a large  part  in  the  School  Health 
Service  and  I am  grateful  to  them  also. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  hospital  services  for  the  area  are  administered  by  the  North  West 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  with  the  Luton  and  Hitchin  Hospital 
Management  Committee.  Addenbrooke ' s Hospital  is  administered  by  the 

United  Cambridge  Hospitals. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

North  Hertfordshire  Hospital,  Hitchin. 

Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin. 

Addenbrooke’ s Hospital,  Cambridge. 
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MENTAL  HOSPITAL 

Fairfield  Hospital,  Stotfold,  Hitchin. 

MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

North  Hertfordshire  Maternity  Unit,  Hitchin. 

CHEST  CLINIC. 

Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

Dr.  A.T.  Willis,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton  & Dunstable 
Hospital,  Lewsey  Road,  Luton,  Beds. 

Dr.  G*R*E.  Maylor,  Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge. 
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SECTION  C 


Staff 

No  changes  in  the  Inspectorial  or  Clerical  staff  took  place  after 
those  detailed  in  my  report  for  1967 . 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water  Supplies 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company's  monthly  reports  on  samples  taken  throughout  the 
•district,  indicate  that  923  bacteriological  samples  and  29  chemical  samples 
all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  Water  Company  also  reports  as  follows,  in  regard  to  the  year  1968  - 

(a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  (i)  in  quality 
and  (ii)  in  quantity. 

(b)  13  chemical  and  217  bacteriological  examinations  of  raw  water  were 
made.  13  of  the  latter  contained  E.  Coli.  The  bacteriological 
quality  of  raw  water  samples  is  shown  in  the  appended  table  (Table  1). 
With  reference  to  treated  water,  you  will  have  received  the  monthly 
reports  from  the  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist*  The  fluoride 
content  of  the  various  supplies  within  the  Rural  District  of  Hitchin 
is  invariably  recorded  as  "less  than  0.2  parts  per  million". 

(c)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action. 

(d)  No  positive  coliform  samples  of  treated  water.  No  action  had  to  be 
taken. 

(e)  The  number  of  properties  supplied  is  shown  on  the  attached  schedule 
(Table  2).  It  is  not  possible  to  give  separate  figures  for  those 
properties  supplied  direct  from  the  mains  and  those  supplied  by 
means  of  standpipes. 

(f)  The  estimated  population  supplied  is  23*864. 
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TABLE  1 


Bacteriological  quality  of  Raw  Water  - January  1st  to  December  31st  1968 


Pumping  Stations 

No.  of 

Samples 

Examined 

E.  Coli 

E.  Coli  present  in  Mis. 

Absent/100  Mis* 

100 

50 

Chipping 
(Off ley  Green 
area  of  Rush den) 

52 

51 

- 

1 

Codicote 

45 

45 

- 

- 

Kings  Walden 

54 

50 

- 

4 

Watton  Road 

17 

9 

3 

5 

Wymondley 

49 

49 

- 

. ; I 

Totals 

217 

204  1 

. 3 | 

10 

TABLE  2 


Number  of  Properties  Supplied 


Parish 

No. 

Props. 

Parish 

No. 

Props 

Ashwell  

Lilley  

Barkway  

Newnham 

43 

Barley  

Nuthampstead 

Bygrave  

84 

Offley 

Clot  hall 

58 

Pirton  

. . . 373 

Codicote  

Preston 

Graveley  

Radwell  . 

32 

Hext on  

Reed  

88 

Hinxworth  

88 

Rushden  . 

78 

H dwell  

St.Ippollitts , 

Ickleford 

St. Paul's  Walden  ... 

Kel shall  

51 

Sand on  

Kimpton 

. . . . 391 

Therfield  

. . . 151 

King' s Walden  . . . . 

....  331 

Wallington  

45 

Knebworth  

Weston  

Langley  

Wymondley  

. . . 358 

Total...  8035 
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The  Public  Health  Department  takes  samples  also,  from  premises  not  served  by 
public  mains,  and  the  following  Table  gives  the  results  obtained.  Because 
the  samples  from  private  sources  are  frequently  unsatisfactory,  action  is 
taken  either  to  improve  the  existing  supply  or  to  get  the  premises  connected 
to  the  mains,  if  this  is  practicable. 

A farm  provided  a persistent  case  of  inability  to  obtain  satisfactory  sample 
results  even  after  careful  treatment  of  the  pipe  system.  A sterilising  unit 
was  installed  to  provide  chlorine  dosage  to  the  water,  and  although  results 
improved,  some  samples  continued  to  fail  the  laboratory  tests.  Such  cases 
occasion  a great  deal  of  work  and  thought  as  well  as  a certain  amount  of 
frustration. 


No.  Satis-  Unsatis- 

taken  factory  factory  Doubtful 


1.  Bulk  Supplies  from  - 

Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 

24 

23 

1 

2.  Other  Piped  Supplies 

2 

2 

- 

- 

3.  Private  Sources 

49 

8 

4l 

- 

75 

33 

42 

- 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District, 
but  two  schools  have  private  facilities. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment 

The  Surveyor  reports  as  follows  on  the  position  at  31st  December 

1968  - 

The  following  villages  are  sewered  and  the  sewage  is  fully  treated  by  modern 
treatment  plants  either  owned  by  the  Hitchin  Rural  District  Council  or 
adjoining  authorities. 
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1.  Barkway  in  the  pariSfc.  of  Barkway  is  now  sewered  and  a sewage  treatment 
plant  completed  in  1968. 

2.  Breachwood  Green  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden  was  sewered  and  a sewage 
treatment  plant  constructed  in  1963* 

3.  Cockernhoe  in  the  parish  of  Offley  is  sewered,  the  sewage  being  treated 
by  a plant  operating  on  activated  sludge  principles,  which  was  installed 
in  1966. 

ki  Codicote  in  the  parish  of  Codicote.  The  village  was  sewered  in  1966  and 
connects  to  the  Rye  Meads  works.  Potters  Heath  and  Rabley  Heath  areas 
are  only  partly  sewered,  and  in  view  of  the  low  density  of  development  in 
this  area, there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  this  scheme. 

5.  Grave ley  in  the  parish  of  Graveley.  The  sewerage  scheme  was  completed 
in  1966,  the  sewers  connecting  to  the  Stevenage  Trunk  sewers  and  thence 
to  Rye  Meads  works. 

6.  Halls  Green  in  the  parish  of  Weston.  This  hamlet  was  sewered  in  1967 
and  connected  to  the  Weston  Village  scheme. 

7.  Hexton  in  the  parish  of  Hexton.  The  sewering  and  sewage  treatment  plant 
for  this  village  was  completed  in  1959* 

8.  Hoi we 11  in  the  parish  of  Holwell.  The  main  village  is  sewered  although 
not  the  outlying  area.  The  capacity  is  however,  available  at  the  works 
for  this.  The  scheme  was  completed  in  1956. 

9.  Icklef ord  in  the  parish  of  Ickleford.  The  village  of  Ickleford  was 
sewered  in  1963,  the  sewer  being  taken  to  the  Hitchin  Urban  District 
Council  works  via  a pumping  station  at  Lower  Green. 

10.  Kimpt  on  in  the  parish  of  Kimpton.  New  sewers  were  laid  in  this  village 
and  a modern  treatment  works  came  into  operation  in  1964. 

11.  Knebworth  in  the  parish  of  Knebworth.  The  main  village  is  sewered,  the 
sewers  discharging  into  the  Stevenage  Trunk  sewer.  A number  of  properti 
at  Old  Knebworth  are  not  connected  and  at  some  time  in  the  future  a schem 
will  be  needed  to  connect  these  to  the  existing  sewers,  possibly  via  a 
pumping  station. 

12.  Newnham  in  the  parish  of  Newnham.  This  village  has  been  sewered  and  an 
extended  aeration  plant  provided  in  1967* 

13 • Offley  in  the  parish  of  Offley.  This  village  was  sewered  and  a sewage 
treatment  plant  constructed  in  1954.  The  works  are  however,  now 
becoming  overloaded  and  will  require  extension  before  any  major  develop- 
ment takes  place  in  the  village. 

Peters  Green  in  the  parish  of  Kimpton.  This  village  is  sewered,  the 
sewers  being  connected  to  the  Kimpton  scheme  in  1964. 


14. 


15.  Weston  in  the  parish  of  Weston, 
in  1965. 


The  village  scheme  here  was  completed 


16.  Whitwell  in  the  parish  of  St.  Paul’s  Walden,  was  sewered  and  a sewage 
treatment  works  constructed  in  1956. 


The  following  villages  are  partly  or  fully  sewered  but  the  sewage  is  not 
adequately  treated  and  modern  works  are  required. 

1.  Ashwell  in  the  parish  of  Ashwell.  This  village  was  sewered  many  years 
ago  but  due  to  lack  of  treatment  works  pollution  of  the  River  Rhee  is 
occurring,  and  the  preparation  of  a scheme  for  providing  modern  works  is 
included  in  the  Council’s  five-year  programme. 

2.  St .Ippollitts  in  the  parish  of  St .Ippollitts.  The  laying  of  sewers  and 
provision  of  sewage  treatment  plant  is  at  present  in  hand,  but  in  view 
of  the  extensive  nature  of  the  scheme,  it  is  not  likely  t«  be  completed 
before  early  1969- 

3.  Pirt on  in  the  parish  of  Pirt«n.  At  the  present  time  the  village  is 
sewered  but  the  sewage  discharges  at  three  points  in  the  watercourse 
lying  in  the  Great  Ouse  River  Authbrity  area.  Pollution  is  occurring 
at  these  points  and  also  there  is  considerable  smell  nuisance  at  times, 
and  a scheme  is  urgently  required.  After  discussions  with  the  Great 
Ouse  River  Authority  the  Pirt on  scheme  is  now  being  designed. 

b.  Therfield  in  the  parish  of  Ther field.  An  old  highway  drain  in  the  centre 
•f  the  village,  now  in  use  as  a sewer,  causes  pollution  of  a tributary  of 
the  River  Lee.  Two  small  sewage  treatment  plants  deal  with  Council 
house  drainage.  A scheme  is  urgently  required  here  and  has  been  approved 
by  the  Ministry.  A tender  has  been  accepted  and  work  is  to  commence  in 
March  1969* 

The  following  villages  are  not  sewered  although  some  have  small  treatment  works 
dealing  with  Council  housing  estate  drainage  and  a few  private  properties. 

1-  Barley  in  the  parish  of  Barley.  A small  treatment  plant  deals  with 

Council  house  drainage  and  a few  private  properties,  but  a village  scheme 
is  needed  before  development  can  take  place.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
design  of  this  scheme  will  follow  Ashwell. 

2.  By grave  in  the  parish  of  Bygrave.  A small  treatment  plant  deals  with  the 
drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  some  agricultural  dwellings  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  thereto.  Half  a mile  away  there  are  a number  of 
private  properties  which  drain  to  a treatment  plant  which  is  privately 
owned.  This  is  unsatisfactory  and  the  Council  have  decided  to  give 
consideration  to  taking  over  these  works  before  1971. 

3.  Caldecote  in  the  parish  of  Caldecote.  This  is  a small  village  with  a 
population  of  30,  and  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  a 
sewerage  scheme . 
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k.  Clothall  in  the  parish  of  Clothall.  A small  treatment  plant  deals  with 
the  drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  there  would  appear  to  be  no 
urgency  for  a village  scheme  in  the  light  of  the  size  of  the  village  and 
the  limited  development  which  would  be  permitted. 

5.  Hinxworth  in  the  parish  of  Hinxworth.  A small  works  deals  with  the 
Council  houses  drainage,  but  owing  to  difficult  sub-soil  conditions, 
trouble  is  experienced  from  private  properties.  It  is  proposed  to  deal 
with  the  drainage  from  this  village  in  conjunction  with  Ashwell  and  treat 
the  sewage  at  these  new  works  when  constructed. 

6.  Kelshall  in  the  parish  #f  Kelshall.  A Small  plant  deals  with  Council 
house  drainage.  The  village  is  to  be  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ther field  scheme. 

7.  King's  Walden  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden.  A very  small  village,  the 
sewage  being  treated  on  an  irrigation  area.  A pumping  station  is 
required  to  lift  the  sewage  to  the  Breachwood  Green  wohks  where  provision 
has  been  made  for  treating  this. 

8.  Langley  in  the  parish  of  Langley.  A small  plant  deals  with  the  Council 
houses  and  as  the  village  is  so  very  small  there  would  appear  to  be  no 
urgency  for  a village  scheme. 

9.  Lilley  in  the  parish  of  Lilley.  A small  works  dealing  with  the  Council 
house  drainage  is  over-loaded  and  a village  scheme  is  required.  This  is 
the  last  to  be  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  and  will 
possibly  result  in  the  construction  of  a works  of  sufficient  size  to 
relieve  Offley. 

10.  Luffenhall  in  the  parish  of  Clothall.  This  is  a small  straggling 
village  and  there  are  no  proposals  for  a sewerage  scheme. 

11.  Nuthampstead  in  the  parish  of  Nuthampstead.  This  is  a small  straggling 
village  and  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  a sewerage  scheme. 

12.  St. Paul's  Walden  in  the  parish  of  St.  Paul's  Walden.  The  sewage  is  at 
present  treated  on  an  irrigation  area,  and  in  view  of  the  limited  size 
of  the  village,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  urgency  for  a scheme. 

13.  Preston  in  the  parish  of  Preston.  A small  works  deals  with  the  Council 
houses  and  some  private  properties.  A village  scheme  has  been  prepared 
and  is  now  awaiting  Ministry  approval. 

14.  Radwell  in  the  parish  of  Radwell.  The  Council  houses  in  the  village 
drain  to  a septic  tank  and  in  view  of  the  small  size  of  the  village,  and 
the  severe  limitations  upon  further  development,  it  is  not  envisaged  that 
a sewerage  scheme  will  be  provided  in  the  near  future. 
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15. 


Redhill  in  the  parish  of  Sand on.  A small  works  deals  with  the  Council 
properties  and  in  view  of  the  limited  size  of  this  village  and  the 
restrictions  upon  development,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  a sewerage 
scheme  will  be  provided  in  the  near  future. 

16.  Reed  in  the  parish  of  Reed.  Two  small  works  deal  with  all  the  Council 
properties  and  a few  private  houses.  Sub-soil  conditions  are  however, 
extremely  difficult  and  pollution  is  occurring  from  the  drainage  of 
private  properties.  As  this  pollution  is  in  a tributary  of  the  Lee 
there  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  scheme, "'and  it  is  being  dealt  with  in 
conjunction  with  Ther field  and  Kelshall. 

17*  Rushden  in  the  parish  of  Rushden.  A small  sewage  plant  deals  with  the 
drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  one  or  two  private  properties.  In 
view  of  the  scattered  nature  of  the  village  and  its  limited  size, 
together  with  the  severe  restrictions  against  all  future  building,  it 
is  not  anticipated  that  a sewerage  scheme  will  be  provided  for  some 
considerable  time. 

18.  Sand on  in  the  parish  of  Sand on.  The  development  is  very  scattered  and 

a small  sewage  treatment  plant  deals  with  drainage  from  the  Council 
houses  and  the  school.  The  provision  of  a modern  drainage  system  for 

Sand on  is  not  a matter  of  urgency,  but  the  new  works  to  deal  with 

Ther field,  Kelshall  and  Reed  can  be  extended  to  provide  for  Sandcn. 

19.  Tea  Green  in  the  parish  of  Off ley.  This  is  a small  village  and  it  is 

not  anticipated  that  a sewerage  scheme  will  be  provided.  A small  plant 
deals  with  the  drainage  from  the  Council  houses. 

20.  Wallington  in  the  parish  of  Wallington.  Small  septic  tanks  deal  with 
the  drainage  from  the  Council  houses  and  it  would  appear  extremely 
unlikely  that  there  will  be  a main  drainage  scheme  within  the  next 
five  years. 

21.  Great  Wymondley  and  Little  Wymondley  in  the  parish  of  Wymondley.  A 
sewerage  scheme  for  dealing  with  these  two  villages  is  at  present  under 
construction  in  conjunction  with  St.  Ippollitts,  and  completion  is 
scheduled  for  early  1969* 
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Public  Cleansing  Services 


Labour  difficulties  continued  to  represent  the  greatest  single 
factor  in  maintaining  the  essential  services.  For  many  years  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  having  a number  of  solid,  reliable  men  who  have  remained  with 
the  Council  and  given  continued  loyalty  over  a long  period.  Welcome  as  this 
is,  it  has  its  weakness  in  that  these  men  tend  to  become  members  of  the  long- 
term sick  list  in  their  closing  years  of  service.  Simultaneously,  men  are 
enjoying  longer  holiday  entitlements,  and  taking  these  two  matters  together, 
a situation  develops  whereby  the  services  seem  to  be  running  permanently 
shorthanded.  With  the  advent  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967,  the 
collection  of  bulky  articles  and  other  refuse  is  proving  to  be  a rather 
heavier  burden  than  was  thought  likely,  and  the  one  man  on  this  work  has  to 
receive  assistance  from  the  regular  refuse  collection  crews,  thus  adding 
further  to  the  pressures  mentioned. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  also  imposes  the  obligation  to  deal  with 
abandoned  vehicles,  and  it  is  of  interest  that  during  the  year  the  removal 
of  about  100  vehicles  was  secured.  Of  this  total,  the  Council  had  to  pay 
for  about  80. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  replacement  tip  tractor  (Bristol  Taurus)  arrived  in  April  and 
its  trailer  in  Hay.  The  new  Bedford  lorry  used  for  the  collection  of  bulky 
articles  and  the  delivery  of  sack  holders,  also  came  in  May.  An  order  was 
placed  for  a new  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  vehicle  for  delivery  about  June  1969. 

The  requests  increased  for  an  extension  of  the  weekly  collection 
areas  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do  anything  along  these  lines  because 
of  the  national  financial  restrictions.  The  pressure  upon  the  collection 
crews  increases  constantly  due  to  new  housing  units  being  added,  normally 
at  the  rate  of  something  like  J>00  per  year,  and  also  because  of  the  pro- 
gressive natural  increase  in  the  volume  (6%)  and  the  weight  (2%)  of  the 
refuse  produced.  To  apply  these  national  averages  to  Hitchin  Rural  District 
suggests  that  if  one  could  suspend  all  building  and  then  compare  two  consec- 
utive years,  the  volume  of  additional  refuse  produced  in  Year  2,  would  be 
about  2000  cubic  yards  and  130  tons  greater  than  in  Year  1. 

Investigation  was  made  of  the  possibilities  of  using  a disused 
railway  cutting  and  a large  pit  as  refuse  disposal  points.  The  Council’s 
tipping  continued  to  be  done  at  a private  tip  at  Lt.  Wymondley,  but  notice 
was  received  during  the  year  that  tipping  might  have  to  cease  about 
April  1969* 
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Refuse  Collected 


Year 

No.  of 

Approx. weight  of  all 

Vehicle  (including  Foreman’s  van  and 

Loads 

materials 

collected 

Mileage  two  lorries) 

1963 

1890 

5526 

tons 

53,373  (two  Paxits) 

1964 

1813 

6617 

it 

53,931  (three  ” ) 

1965 

17H 

638I 

tt 

54,131  ( " " and  Karrier  packing- 

type  from  June) 

1966 

1689 

6721 

It 

52,386  ( ” Paxits  and  Karrier) 

1967 

1690 

6885 

M 

51,591  (two  " , Karrier  and  S.&  D) 

1968 

I838 

* 7322 

It 

54,528  ( " " " " " 

and  lorry  for  special 
collections) 


* The  total  weight  for  1968  includes  approximately  350  tons  of  "special 
collections"  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act. 


Salvage 


Despite  publicity  being  given  to  the  need  for  salvage,  the  total 
despatched  proved  to  be  disappointing  again,  as  shown  in  the  following 
summary  - 


1965 

- 84 

tons  collected 

and  sold 

- £749.16.  3d. 

1966 

- 88 

m 

11 

11 

ti 

- £804.14.  6d. 

1967 

- 70 

ti 

it 

n 

11 

- £614.15.  8d. 

1968 

- 52 

11 

11 

11 

11 

- £466.15.  9d. 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night-soil  Collection 

The  early  part  of  1968  saw  the  breakdown  of  vehicles  which  required 
the  scrapping  of  the  1952  vehicle  NUR  55,  to  provide  spare  parts  for  the  front 
line  machines.  As  an  expedient  to  provide  a spare  machine,  a secondhand 
vehicle,  UPW  474,  was  purchased.  An  order  was  placed  for  a new  cesspool 
emptying  vehicle  which  is  likely  to  be  delivered  about  July  1969* 


The  following  figures  summarise  the  work  performed  - 


Number  of  cesspools  emptied  at 


Houses 

in  Private 

Loads 

ownership 

Council  Houses 

from  Sew- 

Pails 

Year 

Free 

Chargeable 

Free 

Chargeable 

age  Works 

emptied 

1965 

884 

358 

14 

94 

699 

5730 

1966 

909 

368 

14 

97 

769 

5271 

1967 

864 

357 

13 

87 

877 

4625 

1968 

945 

413 

10 

82 

1021 

4177 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 


The  last  two  years  have  been  busy  ones  because  of  the  Leptospirosd 
outbreak  in  1966  and  ‘its  inevitable-  aftermath  in  1967  in  the  form  of  increas 
notifications.  By  contrast,  1968  appeared  to  be  comparatively  peaceful  anc 
was  possible  to  devote  time  during  the  summer  to  the  inspection  of  agriculti 
properties . 

SUMMARY  FOR  THE  PERIOD  JANUARY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st  1968 


DISTRICT 

N 

UMBER 

OP  H 0 U 

R S WO 

R K E D - 

SEWERS 

TIPS  ETC. 

PRIVATE 

DWELLINGS 

BUSINESS 

PREMISES 

AGRIC. 

LAND  ETC. 

TOTAL 

HITCHIN 

R . D . C . 

135i 

852* 

424* 

57 

411* 

1880^ 

! WELWYN 

R . D . C . 

— 

63* 

. 129* 

2 

13* 

208 

135* 

916 

553* 

59 

424* 

2088* 

Other  figures 

— 

Time  spent  on  vehicle  maint. 

Total  mileage 

receiving  instructions, 

reports 

175* 

covered 

- 13,650 

on  visits,  bait  handling  etc. 

Petrol  used 

396 

Total  hours  worked 

2264 

Approx.  M.P.G. 

- 34.47 

The  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

The  number  of  registered  premises  remained  at  5 during  1968,  and  a 
were  visited  during  the  year. 

Offices  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

The  general  inspection  of  all  registered  premises  in  the  district  I 
now  been  completed,  and  during  the  year,  92  visits  were  made  in  connection  w 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  summary  gives  information  respecting  the  visits  and 
inspection  performed  - .... 


hiblic  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area 


reneral  Sanitation  etc. 

12S2 

1268 

rater  Supply  ....  ....  .... 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

146 

81 

)rainage  ..  »•••  ....  .... 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

391 

319 

Jowshe<is,  Stables,  Piggeries  etc.  .. 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

15 

6 

^oncls  and  Ditches  ••  ••••  • • • • 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

35 

44 

!jqjc*cjv’9,ii  Si tes  etc#  « • • • •••• 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

76 

43 

’actories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

78 

95 

jicensed  Premises  . . ....  .... 

0000 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

% 18 

26 

Lefuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .... 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

190 

285 

.e  derelict  Cars  ..  ....  .... 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

297 

359 

.e  Gipsies,  gipsy  sites  etc.  .... 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

294 

320 

.odent  Control  ••••  • • • • • • • • 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

306 

69 

atmospheric  Pollution  ....  .... 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

85 

82 

chools  §000  0000  0000  0000 
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SECTION  D 


Housing 

*1* 

The  Housing  Manager  reports  that  on  31st  December  1968,  the 
number  of  applications  on  the  Council's  waiting  list  for  accommodation 
was  474  - a decrease  of  44  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year,  new 'applications  registered  were  184  and  228 
were  deleted  from  the  lists.  The  latter  figure  was  comprised  of  152  who 
were  housed  and  76  due  to  cancellation  either  at  the  request  of  the 
applicant  or  on  account  of  failure  to  re-register. 

The  Council  continue  their  policy  of  transferring  families  from 
one  type  of  dwelling  to  another  of  more  suitable  size  in  cases  where 
tenants  indicated  their  desire  for- a change  and  where  such  a change  was 
possible.  In  this  way  68  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

The  Surveyor's  report  on  new  building  etc.  is  as  follows  - 


New  Council  Dwellings  completed  - 31 
New  Housing  Association  completed  - - 
New  Private  Dwellings'  completed  - 120 


‘ 151 

Number  under  construction  on 
31st  December  1968  t. Council  - 81 

Housing  Association  - 74 

. . . . Private  - 169 


324 


The  modernisation  of  62  pre-war  Council 
houses  'was  ccmpleted  at  - 

Halls  Green 
Holwell 
Grave ley 


Improvement  Grants  approved 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960 

The  number  of  caravans  on  licensed  sites  at  the  end  of  1968 
was  154.  Approximately  90  of  these  are  on  four  sizeable  sites. 

Commoa,  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Council's  district. 


4 

- 30 

- 28 


62 


- 54 


SECTION  E 

FOOD 

(a)  Milk 

The  number  of  registered  Dairies  remains  at  2. 

Three  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  taken  during  the  year  satisfactorily 
passed  the  tests  applied. 

Five  complaints  regarding  milk  battles  were  received  and  passed  cn  to 
the  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  County  Hall,  for  investigation  and  further 
action.  No  prosecutions  followed,  but  where  appropriate,  a warning  was  sent  to 
the  firm  concerned. 

(b)  There  are  no  Egg  Pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Rural  District. 

(c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960  . 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises,  listed  according  to  the 
principal  business  carried  on,  are  as  follows 


Type  of  Business  No,  in  District 

Grocers  and  Confectioners  49 

Butchers  15 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  5 

Fishmongers  (wet  fish)  3 

Fruiterers,  Greengrocers  and  Confectioners  4 

Confectioners  (sweets  only)  5 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Catering  Establishments  . 9 

Public  Houses  71 

Off-licence  3 

Premises  from  which  milk  is  sold 6 

Poultry  Packing  and  Processing  Stations 3 

Chemists  2 

Hotels/M# tels  , 4 


177 


All  premises  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  I960  (dealing  with  handbasins).  There  are  108  premises  to  which 
Regulation  19  (washing  sinks)  applies  and  all  premises  conform  to  its  requirements. 

In  1967  a butcher's  shop  caused  some  anxiety  and  in  1968  the  Public 
Health  Committee  cancelled  the  registration  of  the  premises  under  Section  16 
and  18  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955.  This  had  the  effect,  along  with  other 
representations  to  the  proprietor,  of  closing  down  the  business,  and  it  had  not 
been  re-opened  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream,  but 
71  establishments  are  registered  for  ice-cream  sales.  Samples  taken  during  the 
year  numbered  28  and  all  were  satisfactory. 
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There  are  19  premises  registered  and  in  active  use  under  the  heading 
"Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods  etc.".  There  were  some  100 
visits  made  to  registered  food  premises  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  food  premises  continued,  also  the  examination  of  Plans 
as  they  are  submitted. 

Food  complaints  received  included  the  following  - 

a.  Maggots  in  a packet  of  dates. 

b.  Glass  in  bottle  of  lemonade. 

c.  Mouldy  bread  rolls. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  however,  although  warnings  to  the  firms  concerned 
were  sent  in  appropriate  cases. 


The  quantity  of  food  condemned  during  the 

year 

was  as 

follows : - 

Cwts, 

. Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  food 

mmm 

3 

13 

Fish 

- 

1 

- 

Other  foods  (inc.  3 cwts. 

3 

3 

23 

12  lbs.  from  frozen  food 
cabinets  following 
breakdowns  in  refrigeration) 

5 

0 

8 

(d)  Poultry 

(i)  the  number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district 
at  31st  December  is  3* 

(ii)  the  number  of  visits  to  these  premises  was  16 

(iii)  the  total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year 
was  of  the  order  of  2,850,000 

(iv)  the  types  of  birds  processed  were  Turkeys  (3000)  and  broilers. 

(v)  the  percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  .03$ 

(vi)  the  number  of  birds  condemned  as  unfit  averaged  25  per  week. 

An  event  occurred  during  the  year  which  had  important  repercussions 
both  immediate  and  long-term.  A number  of  typhoid  cases  or  suspect  cases 
were  found  in  a nearby  district  in  an  immigrant  community.  One  of  the 
persons  involved  worked  in  the  rural  district  on  poultry  processing.  The 
factory  concerned  had  a payroll  of  about  70  people,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
close  down  their  activities  whilst  vital  cleansing  processes  and  other  invest- 
igations were  carried  out.  This  involved  a stoppage  of  about  four  days  of 
normal  work  and  resulted  in  a considerable  compensation  claim  having  to  be  met 
by  the  Council. 

I believe  that  the  action  taken  was  efficient  and  was  essential  in 
the  local  and  national  interest.  When  comparable  situations  of  urgency 


involving  financial  losses  have  to  be  dealt  with,  viz.,  Foot  and  Mouth  disease, 
swine  fever  and  so  on,  the  compensation  is  paid  from  the  National  pocket  because 
of  the  national  implications  involved.  I see  little  difference  between  the 
two  circumstances  and  consider  it  very  unfair  that  a local  authority's  actions 
that  were  proved  to  be  effective  and  essential  should  be  penalised  by  having 
to  bear  a heavy  financial  burden  as  well. 

(e)  Slaughterhouses . 

There  are  no  operational  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

(f ) Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  a family  returning  from  holiday  on  the  south  coast  with 
food  poisoning  was  investigated  and  was  settled  satisfactorily  in  a short  time. 
One  other  suspected  contact  was  followed  up. 


Factories  Act  1961 

Information  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  labour  is  given 
in  the  Table  that  follows 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Ho,  on 

Number  of  - 

PREMISES 

Reg. 

ister 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,2, 3 >4, 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities. 

9 

11 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

113 

29 

1 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excl.  Outworkers'  premises) 

8 

6 

- 

- 

TOTAL  

130 

46 

1 

- 

2,  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


PARTICULARS 

} 

No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  found 

No.  of 
Prosec- 
utions 

Found , 

Remedied 

Refe: 
To  H.M. 
Ins pec. 

?red  - 
By  H.M* 
Ins pec. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (excluding  Outworkers) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Outworkers.  There  are  20  Outworkers  reported  in  the  district,  employed  on  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel.  There  were  no  known  cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  (Sec.133)  and  no  instances  found 
of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  (Sec.134) 

There  were  36  other  visits  to  factory  premises,  in  connection  with  petroleum 
storage,  smoke,  smell  and  noise  nuisances  etc. 
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